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From the Light Regions, December 18. 


The Continuation of the Vision in the 
Elementary W >:id. 


EING ecfaiped out of 
Danger into the Pilot’s 
Ark, and fare down with 
him in his Cabin,he ask’d 
me fron. whence I came, 
and how long I had been Hoating on 
the broad Channel, in Diftrefs, be- 
fore he cali’d ro me. I told him I{was 
driven into thefe remote Countries 
by meer Accident, and but lately ar- 
Ti ne refore “es was l 18) skit 1gZ Out 
for He Ip, and wanted a Perfon to 
dire&t or guide me to fome Land, 
where 
> 
™ 


rived 


vhere Imight in the end return 
home cither Wife or Rich. Sir (fays 
)if you are for Speculation, and 
it mproving | your Mind i in what fs cu- 
rious, I'll iaftruct you in the Laws 


and pany of this Elementary 
World ; and fhew you the two Fleets 
of Arks that are now failing upon 
different Intentions. Matters of Spe- 
culation, and the improving of my 
Mind in Curiolities, I told him,were 
the only things I was in fearch after, 
and that nothing could pleafe me 
more, than to have an Opportunity 
of feeing all the Vcflels in both Chan- 
nels fet out from their fevera! Ports, 
and proceeding on their Voyages to 
their defigned Harbours; for by that 

means IJ fhall every Day be makin 

new Difcoveries, be prefented wit 
new Scenes, and behold ftrange Ac- 
cidents. \When we had agreed upon 
every Point to our Satisfaction, we 
roceded forwards, and after fome 
raga iftrunniny beforetheWind, 
we got fight of a vaft Number of 
Arks se upthe broad Channel 
with crowded Sails, Coming up with 
them, I faw them f{teer towards a 
3 H wide 
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wide Bay, where they flack’d their 
Sails, and drew up into Squadrons. 
The heft Rate Arks w re i¢ ® into 
one © ine ai the head of che_B ey 

fec nd Rare next to th m, ,On 
in order, according to tl BR. ity 
the Vetlels, or th Quality of che In 
Ra bitanrs. 
fwiming an more dclcious Streams 
than the Heathensfaicydthemfcly 
in when they were worfhiping their 
Goddefles , for one while my Eyes 
were dazled with beholding the rich 
Gildings and Paintings of the é irks, 
and the gawdy Colours of their 
Streamers and P enc jants. “The en my 
Senfes would be lull'd in a (weet Re- 
vole with the ruffling Sails, the | ad- 
fing of Oars, and the diverfity of 
Languages that were heard in every 
Quarter ; and that which was [till 
more amufing to the Fancy of a 
Stranger, was, the Appearance of a 
Squadron of Arks which lay in the 
Center of the Lines, curioully builr, 
as well for the Convenicncy as the 
Defign. Thefe Veflils were fee olf 
with all the Trophies of Gall: intry,, 
which asthey were orname ented with 
other fantaftick Paintings and Devi- 
ces, they carried the appearance of 
Arks of Pleafure, and gave a great 
Grace tothe reft of the Veflels. 
ask'd the Pilot what ufe thefe deli- 
cate Arks were put to. He told me, 
they were for ali forts of Diverfion ; 
to thefe Veflels many People refi + ed 
of both Sexes, and | my felf thruft 
in among the Crowd. The firlt Ark 
I came to ——s like a Palace in 
Form and Extent ; over the Stern 


upon the Image ofa GoddefS there 


Here L thought my lf 


was this Motto, Tos # the Ark of De.- 
bight. I went on board to view the 
fp. cious Veffel, where | found ma- 
Cabins fome ene two agd three 
_ hih i fecly for off with 
Pictures nd Lindsk' ps, bur I w; 
hore deal fned W vith Mutick and Sin 
ing, and the jarring C lamours of ve 
lity, Oaths and Blafphemics. In 
fhort, | was ftruck with Terror, and 
fearce knew what Courfe to tak: 
As 1 pafs d from one Place to ano 
ther, feveral that faw me becken'd 
me focome in; among the reft a 
beautiful Damfcl invited me into her 
Apartment. I ftept in, and {aw the 
Room ilumiy ated . ith Wax Ta- 
pers, a Bed emt ro} der ‘d withG id 
and Curtains drawn before the Win 
dows. This Appx arance ferved to 
difcover her Intention. I fe iS Poing 
away, but fhe laid hold of me, and 
would have drawn me inte ie Em- 
braces with foft Words and wanton 
Charms. Madam ([faid 1) why 
much Freedom with a Stranger? 
Do you know where your patt Mo- 
ments arc fled > Have they made a 
Promife to come back at the inftant 
when you ftand in need of them? 
Did Yefterday teil you fhe would re- 
turn ind lend you a Day when your 
laf{ Sands are in the Glafs? Upon 
the & Words fhe let me go, and I 
pals ‘dontothe next Cabin, where 
there fare an Old Man by the fide of 
a Young ady, with his witherd 
Hand fhaking with the Pa my ag oe 
her Neck, w ssnonly gazing in her 
Face. Ilook’d at him, go od F ather 
({faid I) have you ever ‘feen the Em- 
blem of Wifdom lock’d up in Pri- 
fon, 

















fon, and Reafon with both Fyes 
ftark blind; view your flf, you are 
the Piece that reprefents fuch¥ igures. 
| ictt him upon the Meditation, and 
cantinued my Progrefs, | found my 
cli, e’er | was awareyt a grent Door 
which had a Magnitying Gufs init, 
thot look d intoa large Root ; this, 
the Fil te told me, was ecall'd, The 
Cabinet cf Beauties, Tet was raifi'd 
on one fide in Imitation of a Srage; 
there I] beheld new Wonders ; | faw 
feveral Ladics {porting and dancing 
by the light of a great many Lamps. 
‘There were two Doors; one to come 
in at. and another to go out. The 
hrit Manchatenrerd I obferved was 
a Prince ; he took feveral Turns 
round the Stage, and feemed to be 
very dithculc in his Chotee. The 
Concubinces, knowing that the moft 
important Prize was then in view, 
ftrove which thould gain his Admi 
ration, Some by thei; Deputies plea- 
ded much in favour either of rheir 
Birth, Beaury or Wit; fomerold the 
King they were Virgins juit in the 
Flower of Youth, and come to pay 
their Duty to his Mayetty ; others 
ftood up mightily on their Merits, 
and the agrecablenefs of their Per. 
fons or Drefs. Tncre was fcarce one 
Accomplifhment belonging to the 
Female Sex but what was here dcli- 
vered in fine Speeches, and the Ap. 
pearance of Truth. Modefty was 
one of the Articles tirft named among 
many of them ; and ina fe Ww, even 
Vertuc it felf. One Lady I obferw'd 
{trove mightily to captivate the 
Heart of her Sovereign; fhe had 
more than twenty fine Actions. Now 
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and then fhe would caft a languith- 
ing look towards him with an Air of 
Innoceney ; and the betrer to fet her 
{-'t off, fhe would frequently be a 
fhading her Face, withdrawing from 
the bare of che Tapers, betind the 
Scenes, then the appear’d again with 
her delicate white tland adjufling 
her Scart. or pulling the Handker- 
chiet that mutt be taken from her 
more Alabafter Neck to put it on a- 
gain after fome other carelefs man- 
ner: This Mutrefs of Pleafure the 
King carry’d off as his Batijheba, 
The next Perfon that came in, was 
an Admiral of a Fleet: Upon his 
Appearance, the Company catft 
Giances at him, and fome gain’d the 
Advantage of drawing neater tohim, 
out of a Pretence to put in order a 
Curl or Lock of Hair, that was laid 
atide by the Wind of a Fan, or the 
Touch of a Finger: Thefe pretty 
Turns of Fancy immediately mov’d 
the Attections of the Gentleman, and 
he quickly made choice of one of 
thefe Ladies of Fortune: Then en- 
ter'd a Perfon of Honour ; after that 
a Courtier, and fo on till the Stage 
was cleared of the Female Congre- 
gation. I followed thefe celebrated 
Beauties, as they appeard to be by 
the Twilight, and view'd many of 
them before the bright Sun; I faw 
they were only artificially fer aft with 
a Whire and Red, that Nature never 
gave them. One Lady, whom I 
took particular notice of,and thought 
Fortune had beftow’d upon her a 
Birth, exceeding all other Women, 
both in Charms and Beauty ; I kept 
clofe to this Angel, and went the 
next 
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next Morning, to fee her in an Un- 
drefs, ftript of her gawdy Plumes : 
Here I was furprized, and could 
fearce believe it was the fame Mor- 
tal: I endeavour'd by gazing at her, 
to find wherein Irhought her lovely : 
Then I took the Image to pieces,and 
fearch’d into every Lineament of her 
Face ; and the appear’d to be a mean 
Gipfy, the very Pi€ture of Deformi- 
ty, only made up by ‘Art: All thac I 
could behold in her of a Woman; 
fhe had Life, Motion, and the Shape 
of one: But that which gave my 
Humour the fevereft Check, was the 
looking into a private Retirement of 
this old piece of Painting, the lircle 
inner Cabin where the plaifter'd her 
felf with Paine and Varnifh: Upon 
one Shelf there ftood a Bottle of 
fweet Water, a Viel with Effence, 
and a Box with Powder; on ano. 
ther. a Pot of Pomatum, a Paper of 
Patches, a Drawer with ten Partiti- 
ons, all hlld with Ointments, Spa- 
nif Wool, I{lue-Peas and Plaifters, 
and other very ufeful Materials, ne- 
ceflary for the repairing of a putrid 
Carcafs. “This Monfter of Detormi- 
ty led my Curiofity to make feveral 
other Vifits; and in thofe my ‘Tra- 
vels, I efpyed the King’s and Ad- 
miral’s Ladies, with feveral others, 
and among thofe choice Relicks, 
wasa melancholy Profpect ; for tho’ 
they were in the Prime of their 
Youth, had fair Faces and fine Shapes, 


et fome were worn out even to Ske: 
etons ; ye! were weak and infec- 
bled. Acalking with thein I heard 
a Groaning, as if one had been ftung 
with Scorpions : I enquir’d into the 
occafion, and was told, they were 
Courtifans wringing their Hands, and 
tearing thei4 Hair, with the very An- 
guith of the,Pains, and Aches of their 
Youth, If there are (thought I) fo ma- 
ny Delufions and falfe Appearances 
to be feen in one Ark ; what a Hi- 
ftory of Difcourfés thall I colle& of 
Amufements, that are fhadowed out 
in a thoufand different Scenes among 
a number of Arks that are f{carce to 
be counted with the Stars! While 
I was upon thefe Contemplations,the 
old Man and the young Lady whom 
I admonifh’d fepararely in their Cab- 
bins, came and told me they were 
become Profelytes : Thefé two Per- 
fons the Pilot carry’d over in his Ark 
to the narrow Channel, thro’ a {mall 
Lake, where many Arks pafi'd back. 
wards and forwards: For fome Per- 
fons | obferved, that had gone a great 
way up the narrow River, with a 
Refolution to fail to the Canaan. 
fhoar ; were tired with the Fatigues 
of that Voyage, and return'd back: 
Others again, who were driving with 
tull Sails to the dark Gulph, tack'd 
about, and pafs’d on the other fide. 


The remaining part of this Vifion 
muft be referr'd to another Paper. 





